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Just talking
Correl Hoyle prepares to leave after three years of activism

@thedm_news

Library
to repaint,
renovate
on budget
JENNIFER FRONING
thedmnews@gmail.com

Correl Hoyle poses with the signs he has kept over the last three years during his continued activism. Since 2014, Hoyle has been initiating conversations with
students as he sits in front of the James Meredith statue with an inspirational quote.

S

ome people stop.
Some people stare.
But many people pass
without a glance at
the man who has spent the last
three years creating conversations in the Lyceum’s backyard.
Correl Hoyle sits in front
of the James Meredith statue
nearly every day holding encouraging messages written on
cheap poster board and playing
music on his phone. He’s used
to the staring and the nods.
He’ll recognize someone from
time to time and smile or throw
up a hand in greeting.
Hoyle made a promise to
himself in 2014, and three years
later, he’s still keeping it. When
it rains, he moves to a covered
place nearby; on the off chance
that it snows in Mississippi, he
bundles up. But a demonstration that began in anger has
turned into activism, he said,
and now it’s almost over.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY: CLARA TURNAGE

The most common question
Hoyle gets is a simple one:
What are you doing?
“Surviving,” he says. “Trying
to get out of here with a sane
mentality. Spreading positivity
and well-being around, and trying to graduate.”

“

pushes them away, and no one
wants to talk to you. It’s a long,
steady process of people seeing
me day by day. They get curious. Why am I still out here?
Why am I being so persistent?”
At first, Hoyle says he sat
at the feet of the statue out of

bearing the Confederate battle symbol tied to the statue of
James Meredith in spring 2014.
“There were other incidents
all along, but (the noose incident) is what made me start
doing this,” Hoyle said. “It was
a blunt hit. You didn’t really

It’s a long, steady process of people seeing me day by
day. They get curious. Why am I still out here? Why am
I being so persistent?”

The Walnut native doesn’t
like the word “protest.” He says
it has a negative and angry connotation.
“I’ll leave the aggressive
demonstrations to other people,” Hoyle said. “Maybe it’s
my personality, but to be in
someone’s face and yell at them

– Correl Hoyle
sadness and anger after events
on campus. He was on campus
when angry students reacted
after the reelection of President
Barack Obama in 2012, and
the jeers at a production of The
Laramie Project in fall 2013,
and then, finally there was the
noose and an old Georgia flag

feel it at first – that these were
my neighbors. These were my
classmates; these are my fellow
students.”
At the time, Hoyle was enrolled in an African-American
studies class led by former

SEE HOYLE PAGE 6

The J.D. Williams Library
is undergoing interior renovations that include upgrading the air conditioning
systems to prevent mold,
reupholstering chairs and
polling students’ opinions
on accent wall colors.
Head of Library Facilities Stan Whitehorn said
the biggest additions to the
interior of the library are
choosing accent wall colors
and adding more chairs and
tables to the library.
“Right now we are adding
furniture,” Whitehorn said.
“When the Union closed
down for its major makeover, they had a lot of furniture that had to go. They
graciously offered it to the
library, and we accepted ...”
The library acquired 373
new chairs and 70 tables
from the Union, which
brings its total number of
seats to more than 1,000.
Some of the bright red
chairs from the Union’s second-floor Subway found a
new home in the library.
Whitehorn said older
chairs in the library are also
being reupholstered, and
about two dozen have been
done so far with another
two dozen waiting.
In the next six weeks,
workers will also paint the
building’s interior walls.
Whitehorn said he and his
team have yet to chose what
color will replace the walls'
current white coat.
“We are about to have different sample panels, 2 feet
by 4 feet, painted up, and
they will be put around the
library,” Whitehorn said.
“For two weeks we’ll let
whoever wants to vote for
the colors.”
Students can give their
opinion, whether it is positive or negative, about the

SEE LIBRARY PAGE 5
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The Trump administration is waging war on science

FRANCISCO HERNANDEZ
thedmopinion@gmail.com

In a time when facts have
become the greatest enemy of
the U.S. presidency, it should
not surprise us that President
Trump’s administration is
trying to undermine science.
After all, the scientific method is the best way to separate
what is proven false from
what we can consider closer

to the truth.
With many cabinet members determined to sideline
science in the institutions
they lead, budget proposals
that would slash funding for
scientific research and embarrassingly false declarations from a president who
unapologetically disregards
empirical evidence, it is clear
that the highest office of the
most powerful country in the
world will not defend science
through its policies.
Unfortunately, this is the
time when we need science
the most.
Our planet is warming up
at rates even higher than expected, while our ecosystems
are being damaged and, many
times, destroyed.
Only the development of
cleaner technologies in energy
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production, transportation,
manufacturing and agriculture could slow down what is
happening across the globe.
Public policy is a very important player in these developments, offering not only
regulations and oversight for
human activities that pollute
our planet but also funding
for much of the research for
newer and cleaner technologies.
However, there are already
countless indications that
there will not be much of that
oversight or funding coming
from the White House.
An Environmental Protection Agency director who
has denied the existence of
climate change and a budget
proposal ironically named
“America First,” although it
would virtually defund many

Francisco Hernandez is a
junior international studies
major from Valencia, Spain.
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misled, and eventually failed,
attempt at healthcare reform.
All of those are policies and
proposals with little to no science to support them.
It would be too easy and
naïve to exclusively blame
President Trump and his cabinet for ignoring science in the
U.S. government.
In fact, about a third of congressmen were climate change
deniers as of 2016, and many
more were ambiguous in their
position. At the same time,
97 percent of scientists agree
on the subject, and so does 71
percent of the population, according to several polls. When
will politicians finally come to
terms with reality?
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of the agencies and programs
that protect the natural beauty of the same country it is
named after, are just two examples.
Sadly, environmental science is not the only one being
damaged. Even math is sometimes questioned, with unsubstantiated claims of 3 million illegal voters influencing
the election or employment
data being “phony in the past,
but very real now.”
The growing economic and
social inequality will also require scientific approaches
to the challenges of mechanization, globalization and
demographic changes. But,
so far, the only responses to
these challenges have been an
immigration policy based on
Islamophobia, the proposal
of a “big, beautiful wall” and a
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Ole Miss needs to reevaluate some troubled traditions
JONATHAN LOVELADY
thedmopinion@gmail.com

I value tradition just as
much as anybody else.
However, when it comes
to something that offends a
considerable number of people, in my mind, that should
be enough to take a step back
and reconsider the reasoning behind the matter.
The word “tradition” has
been brought to my attention for some time now, and
I feel the need to discern it.
Tradition, at times, can
be for building unity among
a group of people, like on
Thanksgiving or St Patrick’s
Day, for example, but sometimes tradition is considered
offensive or outdated.
In one tradition, primarily in the Netherlands (other countries celebrate it, as
well), the annual feast of St.
Nicholas consists of a blackface character known as
Zwarte Piet.
These men, women and
children have been wearing
this blackface since around
1850, and to them, it is considered tradition and not
racist – until recent resistance. Traditions like these
should be allowed to evolve
when people feel they offend

them to some degree.
Some Mississippi traditions like the state flag, Dixie and Colonel Reb, among
others, do not signify the
unity that is supposed to be
held with the students, staff,
faculty and others who love
this university.
To me, not embracing
these such traditions has
now entrenched me as an
outcast of many school spirit
activities and further shows
the segregation of the student body in which traditions for a university are not
supposed to do. The university has gotten rid of them,
but many students still relish
them on a daily basis, and it
is saddening to see.
Moreover, the university
this year has record enrollment and the highest minority percentage ever en-

$

rolled at Ole Miss. In that
regard, we cannot have what
I believe are racist traditions, symbols and names on
a campus that is progressing
on improving inclusion and
diversity.
I acknowledge the fact that
I do not speak for all minorities on this campus regardless of classification but for
a large group of people who
feel the same way toward
these things.
Many traditions like segregation, Black Codes, the
using of slave trade labor for
profit and the Zwarte Piet
were all passed down generation after generation, but
the majority of us can agree
that they were unjust.
Though some of these examples are extreme, I want
to explain that just because
something is tradition or law

on the right or wrong side of
history, as the decades have
shown, like the 1962 Ole
Miss riots?
Jonathan Lovelady is a
freshman business major
from Los Angeles.
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does not make it just.
I and many others who
have come before me and
are here today will continue to fight for the people
whose view on such traditions is the same or similar.
The question is: Will you be
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Isom Center to host 17th annual gender conference
BRIANA FLOREZ

thedmnews@gmail.com

Ole Miss students and faculty, visiting college students
and two keynote speakers
will speak about gender and
sexuality issues this weekend
at the 17th annual Student
Gender Conference.
The theme of this year’s
conference, hosted by the
Sarah Isom Center for Women and Gender Students, is
In/Visible, which will enable
participants to explore their
“visibility” in society, study
and personal life.
Theresa Starkey, associate
director of the Isom Center,
said the conference will be
a way for people to obtain a
better understanding for the
work the Isom Center does.
“The conference is a way
for our students on our campus and the larger Oxford
community to learn about
the Sarah Isom Center for
Women and Gender Studies
and the work we do and the
types of dynamic classes we
offer each semester,” Starkey

PHOTOS COURTESY: SARAHISOMCENTER.ORG

said.
Students, scholars, writers
and activists presenting at
the conference had to submit a 300-word abstract in
February outlining an idea
designed to strengthen communities and promote social
change.
Panelists at the conference will discuss feminism in
Greek life, women in STEM
fields and gender and the

blues, among other topics.
Keynote speaker Ashly
Burch will kick off the conference at 6 p.m. Wednesday in the Thad Cochran
Research Center. Burch is
an Emmy-nominated writer
and British Academy of Film
and Television Arts-nominated actress, with voice acting roles in animated series
such as “Adventure Time”
and “We Bare Bears.” Burch

is also involved in the gaming
industry and is the voice for
Chloe in “Life is Strange” and
Tiny Tina in “Borderlands 2.”
Burch’s address, “Entering
a Place of Risk,” will be about
her experience as a woman
in her career field, as well as
gender and identity in the
gaming industry.
“I think discussing gender
and gender identity in games
is so important because
games are one of the largest and most visible modern
entertainment
mediums,
especially with young people,” Burch said. “The types
of female characters we include in games are sending
signals to our young people,
giving them cues into how
they should treat women or
how young women should
see themselves. It’s important for us to expose them to
responsible and compelling
representations of women
for that reason.”
Burch’s career got started when she and her brother created their own web
series, “Hey Ash, Watcha

Playin?” The web series now
has 279,000 subscribers and
more than 48 million views
in five seasons.
Burch said she hopes her
lecture will offer encouragement and validation to young
women.
“I hope my lecture provides encouragement to
young women that are trying
to pursue their creative passions, but more than that,
I hope that in hearing some
of my experiences, that folks
feel seen and validated.”
Juliana Huxtable is the
second keynote speaker and
will speak at 6 p.m. Thursday
in the Ford Center Studio.
Huxtable is a transgender
artist who uses various art
platforms to show support
for safe spaces and inclusivity. Her work has been featured at the Guggenheim, the
Museum of Modern Art and
the Whitney Museum of Art.
Graduate student Alicia
Venchuk is one of many presenters at the conference and

SEE ISOM CENTER PAGE5

Study USA applications open for May intersession

BLAKE ALSUP

thedmnews@gmail.com

PHOTOS COURTESY: POLITICALSCIENCE.
OLEMISS.EDU

course content and academic
outcomes.
“The faculty come to us
with a course proposal and
preferred site, then our office
works with them to plan the

explore a topic that is current
and relevant. He has taught
classes on labor union politics, the politics of gay rights
and the politics of money.
The class will examine the
potential political consequences of “hacktivist” organizations, political campaign
advertising and how political
discourse is affected by the
ideas of “fake news” and “alternative facts.”
King said students receive
a lot of value from taking
part in experiential learning
programs like Study USA. He
has already set goals for what
his students will learn this
May.
“The political world is far
more complicated than most
give credit for,” King said.
“Similarly, the role of the
media in covering politics is
fraught with tensions. I hope
students appreciate that our
political and media universe
is never as simply black or
white as many would like it
to be.”
The application deadline
for Study USA May Intersession classes is April 6.
Kristina Phillips, Study
USA coordinator, said classes change each term and new
courses are always being of-

fered.
“Students should check
our website periodically,
especially if interested in a
short-term travel course but
current offerings don’t fall
within their interests or academic requirements,” Phillips said. “Most of our courses will work as upper-level
electives if they don’t apply
to a student’s academic major.”
Student participants pay
a course fee and other additional fees based on the particular course selected. For
more information and to register for Study USA, students
can visit the official website.

Stay
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During this year’s May Intersession, students have
the opportunity to chose between five Study USA courses
and explore a variety of professions in cities across the
country.
Study USA offers domestic travel classes to students,
typically during intersession
terms.
Classes are geographically
and academically diverse and
create tangible connections
between the classroom and
the application of knowledge,
according to Study USA coordinator Kevin Gates.
Gates said the courses are
proposed and implemented
by Study USA faculty members, and they determine

logistics and budget for the
course,” Gates said. “It can
take anywhere from six to 12
months, from course idea to
course offering, in some cases longer.”
This year, students have
the opportunity to learn
about political media in
Washington, D.C., attend the
National Restaurant Association Show in Chicago, visit
the College and Professional
Sports Dietitian Association
Annual Meeting in Scottsdale, Arizona, or study magazine making or bridges in
New York City.
Associate professor of
political science and African-American studies Marvin P. King will teach the
POL 398 course traveling to
D.C., titled Political Media.
King said the class is designed as a follow-up to the
2016 Presidential Election.
“We will review the landscape in which citizens and
voters receive political information, how this has evolved
over time, how 2016 differed
from past elections and what
to expect in the future,” King
said.
King has taught several
Study USA classes in the past
and said he always tries to

33774
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continued from page 4
plans to uncover why many
blues women and guitarists
are nearly invisible and underrepresented.
“My presentation will expose the deeper cultural
problems with gender, stereotypes, terms and the representation of race in blues
feminism and blues scholarship,” Venchuk said. “I hope
participants learn about the
flaws that need to be remedied in blues scholarship and
learn more about the importance of blues women guitarists’ importance to blues
history.”
Starkey said one of the
Isom Center’s main goal of
the conference is to highlight
the importance of interdisciplinary studies, the humanities and gender studies.
“We want to celebrate and
showcase what our university students are doing in
terms of research, and our
conference gives them that
platform,” Starkey said.
All conference events are
free and open to the public.
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Governor outlaws sanctuary cities
ASSOCIATED PRESS

JACKSON (AP) — Gov. Phil
Bryant signed a law Monday
banning sanctuary cities and
other policies that might help
people who have entered the
country illegally, saying he
wants Mississippi to help federal agencies arrest people
without legal status.
Bryant, a longtime critic of illegal entry by immigrants, cited President Donald
Trump's executive order banning sanctuary cities when he
signed the law. Since Trump's
order, some states added protections for immigrants while
others moved to limit such
communities.
"The president said these
jurisdictions have caused
immeasurable harm to the
American people and to the
very fabric of the republic,"
said Bryant, a Republican.
The bill says cities, state
agencies and public colleges
in Mississippi can't prevent
employees from asking about
someone's immigration status. These public agencies also
can't give aid to people who
entered the country without

PHOTO COURTESY: THOMAS GRANING

Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant speaks during a commencement ceremony at the
University of Mississippi.
permission, such as by issuing
an identification card.
Immigrant advocates and
some religious groups argued
against the measure. When
asked about opposition from
religious leaders, Bryant said
it was up to them to decide if

they wanted to violate state or
federal law.
"I would ask them, are there
no more souls left to save in
their congregation?" Bryant
said.
The bill would override Mississippi's only sanctuary policy

— a 2010 ordinance in the city
of Jackson that prevents police officers from asking about
immigration status. Some
people say that ordinance
alone doesn't make Jackson a
sanctuary city, but Bryant dismissed that distinction.
"Those are the first people
that should be deported, and
they're being protected by the
city council of the City of Jackson, and our law enforcement
officers are not allowed to do
their jobs," the governor said.
The University of Mississippi's student government briefly considered a call to designate the campus as a sanctuary
in November, but withdrew
the resolution. Chancellor Jeffery Vitter said Ole Miss would
follow the law.
In 2014, Mississippi had
about 25,000 immigrants who
had entered the country without permission, the Pew Research Center estimates. As a
share of total population, Mississippi's overall foreign-born
population is among the
smallest in the nation.

LIBRARY

continued from page 1
sample panel colors, and
then library staff will meet
with an interior designer to
make a decision based on
what students, faculty and
employees said about the
colors.
Business major Linda
Ohairwe said she would
prefer if the library did not
add accent colors because
of the way she prefers to
study.
“I think it’d be distracting, and I need plain colors surrounding me while
I study,” Ohairwe said. “I
can’t have any distractions.
That’s why I like the library
as it is.”
The library staff has identified five or six walls on
the first and second floor
to accent with color. Students who are distracted
by colored walls can choose
to study on the third floor,
which will remain white.
Whitehorn said he wants
to make sure the right colors are picked so they bring
about the right mood.
The Baxter Room, a large
study area on the second
floor, will serve as the
main student polling place
on the color choice. There
will also be a whiteboard
placed throughout the library, which can be voted
on through a mobile device. The whiteboard’s first
post will be outside of Starbucks, which Whitehorn
thinks will attract an audience more likely to vote.
Senior broadcast journalism and Spanish major
Rachel Anderson said she

Faith Perera searches for a book at J.D. Williams Library.
plans to take the poll because she wants to make
sure her opinion will count.
“I would hope to see relaxing and calming colors
like light blues and greens,”
Anderson said.
The library’s heating,
ventilation and air conditioning systems are also
under renovation after last
year’s mold bloom on some
of the paper documents in
the special collections department. Whitehorn said
that fortunately, library
staff was able to intervene
before there was any significant damage to any of the
materials.
Last year’s high humidity proved too much for the
outdated HVAC system,
and it could not properly
circulate air throughout the
building, leaving a moldy
trail.
“We had it tested, and it
wasn’t a black mold, which

FILE PHOTO

everyone was afraid of. It
was just a normal, common
everyday mold you would
have anywhere in the
South,” Whitehorn said.
Facilities
management
has already cleaned and
serviced all 50 units in the
building’s old wing and
looked at the HVAC system in the entire facility.
Whitehorn said staff would
like to maintain about a
70-degree environment so
it doesn’t get too humid
and create an environment
where mold can regrow.
“We’re just going to keep
on with the way we’re doing,” Whitehorn said. “All
these interior renovations
are taking up a lot of our
time and our effort to do
that. We’re just trying to
… respond to budgetary
needs.”

33776
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continued from page 1
professor Bryan Cooper Owens.
To a class filled with soon-to-be
NAACP members and young,
concerned students, Owens
asked, what will you do about
this?
Many students protested. Most students organized
marches and die-ins collectively; Hoyle took a different approach.
“You have to look at your target audience,” Hoyle said. “We
live on a campus where you
have 10 minutes to get to your
next class. You have an hour to
sit in a line to get something to
eat. You don’t have much time
to sit down and have a conversation about racism.”
A conversation is exactly
what Hoyle wanted. He says he
wasn’t intent on changing people; he just wanted to understand them.
“Since the signs I make aren’t
necessarily aggressive or demonstrative, people approach
me and say ‘Hey, man, it’s a
really nice sign you have there.
What’s this all about?’… Then a
conversation begins, and that’s
what I want.”

AN INVITATION TO A
CONVERSATION

It was awkward at first,
Hoyle said. During the first
days in February 2014, as he
sat in the shadow of James
Meredith – an intended metaphor – he says people didn’t
realize he was demonstrating. So he began bringing
signs.
Hoyle keeps all the signs
he likes – the ones that have
special meaning or the ones
he feels “phrased togetherness and universal survival of
a people, not just isolation.”
There are more than 50 signs
stacked in his home. The first
one he kept is a quote from
MewTwo, a Pokemon character, which says: “The circumstances of one’s birth are
irrelevant. It is what you do
with the gift of life that determines who you are.”
The stack of signs grows
slowly; most signs have messages written on front and
back, and most are worn and
frayed around the edges. The
signs have held up, though,
as has Hoyle.
That persistence was hard
to sustain, though. After

about two months, Hoyle
said he decided that he had
been there long enough.
People got the message, he
thought, and perhaps it was
time to quit.
“There was a middle-aged
white lady who came up to
me one day in tears saying it
was difficult to explain to her
daughter what was going on
race-wise. That she couldn’t
explain why people were
so full of hate. She thanked
me from the bottom of her
heart,” Hoyle said.
People continued to thank
him for his work – though
Hoyle said he didn’t consider it work. Once, a girl
named Ruby walked up to
him, handed him a poem
she’d written for him and
walked away. He never saw
her again, but the poem stays
tucked into his wallet.
“That gave me the courage
to keep going,” Hoyle said.
Though Hoyle said there
were times when his family
members were nervous about
his activism, he said they’ve
supported him through it all.
“My family was concerned
at first,” Hoyle said. “They
were super supportive about
it, but they have concerns.”
Hoyle’s grandfather Bernell Hoyle – his grandchildren call him “Big Daddy”
– said he was proud of his
grandson’s dedication.
“I really admire him for his
efforts. He didn’t quit. He
stayed there. He decided to
do it, and he stuck with it. I
think if a person puts their
mind to a thing, they ought
to go on and do it.”
Big Daddy said he likes to
think Hoyle got some of that

“

As time wore on, Hoyle’s
messages began to change.
Along with racial issues on
campus, he began to have
conversations about society’s other problems or just
about classes and personal
issues. Hoyle said he began
to realize how often people
just need to talk.
“This has made me grow
so much that it became a
humanitarian issue,” Hoyle
said. “I don’t want anyone
to feel ostracized by what
I’m doing. I want this to be
inclusive – to have conversations with what’s going on
with anybody.”

INTO THE CONVERSATION

People take him up on that.
Every day, a few people come
by and talk. There are no
guidelines when talking to

and I was wondering; I was inquisitive. So I introduced myself.”
Johnson said the people
gathered around Hoyle weren’t
doing anything in particular,
just talking.
“I feel like Correl creates an
environment where (people
feel) free and you can discuss
anything that’s on your mind,”
Johnson said. “I’ve told him before I didn’t think I’d really label
him as a protestor.”
Johnson said he feels that
classrooms can feel structured
and don’t welcome certain
types of conversation. Those
conversations can be had with
Hoyle.
Johnson said conversations
with Hoyle have no fact checker; “There’s no one there to critique you.”
Because of the varying nature

This has made me grow so much that it became
a humanitarian issue. I don’t want anyone to feel
ostracized by what I’m doing.

dedication from his side of
the family. He said when he
began preaching in 1969,
things were hard, but he built
three thriving churches from
scratch in the Mississippi
Delta.
“I never was afraid,” Big
Daddy said. “I don’t believe
(Correl) ever was afraid, either. And I was never afraid
for him. … We are so proud
of him.”

– Correl Hoyle

Hoyle, and senior management
information systems major Eddie Johnson said that’s what
people like about it.
Johnson tries to stop by the
statue every day to say hello. He
met Hoyle two and a half years
ago when Hoyle was still getting
used to his daily routine.
“He had a sign,” Johnson
said. “There were already a few
people gathered around him,

of the conversations, Johnson
said he’s heard from people
and perspectives he wouldn’t in
his day-to-day routine. What’s
more, Johnson said he feels
more open to hearing from people who are different.
“I’m more willing to be open
to discussion than before,”
Johnson said. “Based off of how
I’ve lived my life thus far, I’ve
just gone along with my own biases plugged in, but I think by
meeting Correl, I’ve been able
to sit with people with different backgrounds from different
cultures and learn a lot more.”
Hoyle said he thinks this –
just talking openly and freely
with one another – can heal
some of the campus’ rifts.
“There are always issues that
divide this campus more than it
actually should because no one
wants to talk,” Hoyle said.

FINAL WORDS

Now, it’s time to leave the
conversation. The students
who saw the beginning of his
demonstration in the spring of
2014 are graduating, and Hoyle
is, too. This August, he’ll take

Eddie Johnson has been friends with
Hoyle for two years now. They met at the
statue one day in 2015.
the class that will finish his degree in psychology, and it’ll be
over.
Once, Hoyle met James
Meredith when he attended
an event on campus. Meredith said he didn’t know
Hoyle personally, but he
knew about the student who
sits at the feet of his statue
every day.
Meredith said he realized
the statue was more than just
a landmark of the past; it was
a rallying point for future issues.
“I can’t say it didn’t have
an impact on me. It made
me realize it was about more
than me,” Meredith said. “He
couldn’t be sitting there for
my reason. It was his reason.”
That reason, Hoyle said,
has been hard to pin down.
He’s thought often over the
years about the best way to
describe what he’s doing to
other people.
“I’m not protesting to take
up a space and interfere,”
Hoyle said. “It’s just kind of
an invitation to a conversation, basically.”
Hoyle says he doesn’t know
what will happen next. He’s
considering graduate school
and different jobs, but either
way, it’s time for a change.
In a way, though, Hoyle
says it doesn’t feel like the
end. In the hundreds of
conversations he’s had with
students on campus, he’s
changed. And that change, he
said, will go with him wherever he goes next.
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Local Natives at The Lyric: Cali band plays to full house

JONATHAN GIBSON

jgibson@go.olemiss.edu

Local Natives played to a
packed house Sunday night at
The Lyric Oxford.
The performance was one of
many on its Sunlit Youth tour,
and the audience came ready to
sing along to hits from its new
album.
Montreal-based group Little
Scream opened for Local Natives, performing songs from its
album “Cult Following,” as well
as one of its new singles, “People.”
The group faced some technical difficulties with a microphone and monitor on stage,
and it had to restart one of its
songs mid-intro, but it quickly
recovered and was back to playing its up-tempo folk rock jams
in no time, getting the crowd
moving and singing along.

Following the opening band,
Local Natives came on stage
with a charisma that radiated through the room, and the
crowd immediately started
dancing and singing along to
hits such as “Dark Days” and
“Fountain of Youth.”
The audience was vocal from
the beginning, garnering a comment from singer Kelcey Ayer
about how “shouty” they were.
The band gave an energetic performance, coupled with
room-shaking bass and drums
and a mesmerizing light show.
During “Villainy,” lead singer
Taylor Rice leapt off the stage
and walked through the audience, singing to the crowd as
hands went up all around him,
and again during the encore
performance, Rice jumped off
the stage to crowd-surf.
The band also played its new
song, “I Saw You Close Your
Eyes,” which released online

earlier last week.
After the first set, the band
returned to the stage to play its
final two songs, “Masters” and
“Sun Hands,” in an encore performance.
“It was amazing,” Rice said after the show. “This is a beautiful
town. We had a perfect day, and
the crowd was a bunch of college
kids going crazy. It was super
fun. It surpassed all expectations
because I had none going in.”
Following the performance,
the band stayed behind to take
pictures and meet with fans.
“It went great, better than expected for sure,” Matt Frazier,
drummer for Local Natives, said.
“It’s always interesting going to
a new place, not knowing much
about it or if you’re going to have
a solid fan base. The crowd was
very enthusiastic, and that’s always exciting for us. There was
a palpable energy in the room. It
feeds us in a way.”

PHOTOS BY: WILSON BENSON
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Leveling the field: What it takes to be most beautiful

PHOTO COURTESY: LIZZIE MCINTOSH

Neil McIntyre and crew hard at work.
on a weekly basis.
“A big part of what we are
looking for are people who are
positive and want to be the best
of the best,” McManus said.
“People who aren’t just looking for a paycheck, but they’re
looking to have some passion to
win and make Ole Miss the best
and lead the way. I mean we
have probably under-budgeted
staff-wise, 40 percent, and are
still able to create an incredible
campus.”
Upon being hired, employees
are required to attend “Landscape University,” a training
program tailored specifically for
Ole Miss’ ground crew.
According to the Landscaping Services website, the purpose of Landscape University is
“to help employees understand
their role in Ole Miss’ effort to
‘Cultivate Greatness’ in its students, athletes, faculty, employees and friends, by constantly
maintaining a well-groomed
and beautiful campus.”
The program trains employees in professional responsibility, advanced landscaping, safety and people skills.
“My favorite part of the job
is watching our staff go from
weeders to leaders and how
they take responsibility and create more from less,” McManus
said.
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the Princeton Review 2013 and
USA Today 2016.
After graduating from Auburn University in 1988 with a
degree in horticulture, McManus began his career working
for high-end properties and
resorts. In 2000, he began his
career at Ole Miss under former
Chancellor Robert Khayat’s
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S campus beautification program.
With one of the smallest budgets and staffs in the SoutheastORDER ONLINE ern Conference, McManus has
LATE NIGHTS PREFERRED
still been able to accomplish
WWW.DOMINOS.COM
Part-Time/Full-Time
his simple goal of being the best
with a team of fewer than 30 acSIGNING BONUS
$
OPEN
LATE
(after 90 days of good performance)
tual hands-on groundskeepers.
“Budget for the grounds in
662.236.3030
apply in person at the store 1603 W. Jackson Ave
relationship to other SEC universities is one of the lowest,”
McManus said. “What we try to
do is we try to get the most efficient, productive system setup
to create the most ‘wow’ connection with our customers.”
With a budget just over $1
million, Ole Miss Landscaping
has the fifth smallest budget in
the SEC.
A staff of 32 full-time employees (with only 28 people in the
field) are in charge of making
sure the campus stays wellgroomed, which is not a simple
job. The landscaping team is
tasked with more than 10 miles
of street to sweep and/or blow
said. “We have five national
championships.”
The “national championships” Ole Miss has won are
being recognized as the most
beautiful college campus by
the Professional Grounds and
Maintenance Society in 2002
and 2013, Newsweek in 2011,

5 4 3

With 2,000 acres, around
200 trees planted annually,
almost 19,000 square feet of
seasonal flower beds and, of
course, the famous Grove, Ole
Miss is consistently ranked as
the most beautiful college campus. Most recently, it was recognized as the most beautiful
college in Mississippi by Travel
and Leisure. The Oxford campus consistently receives recognition as the “best of the best.”
Attributable to his zeal, which
is comparable to that of a coach
or trainer – albeit with a larger
playing field and much smaller
budget – Jeff McManus, director of Landscape Services, is responsible for making the campus what it is.
Speaking from his office,
McManus even sounds like a
coach.
“We don’t call them recognitions — we call them national
championships,”
McManus
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thedmnews@gmail.com

Landscaping team member
Neil McIntyre has his hands on
the ground every day.
“We start to work at 6:30
a.m.,” McIntyre said. “We come
out here in the morning and go
gas up, head to the pine straw
trailer, fill up the truck bed,
then we come out here and go
to work.”
For many, the campus is a
part of the Ole Miss draw and
charm.
Savannah Smith, junior public policy leadership major and
student ambassador, has seen
the effect the campus has while
giving potential students tours
of the school.
“I feel like students, when
they are visiting, step onto campus and see that something
is different about Ole Miss,”
Smith said. “We do this loop
around campus and they see
that it is more than just a group
of buildings. It’s just so special.”
One of the biggest challenges for the landscaping staff is
coordinating with the weather.
Days for the staff look different
depending on the season.
In the spring, the staff plants
approximately 20,000 seasonal color plants, which include
10,000 tulip bulbs and 10,000
daffodils. In the fall, workers are tasked with seeding
the grove after the last home
football game, which requires
around 4,500 pounds of seed to
complete.
Denise Hill, superintendent
of Landscaping Services, oversees management and training.
“Our goal is to provide an aesthetically pleasing landscape, of
course, for our students and for
our parents. We want them to
feel like their kids are being well
taken care of, and you know the
first thing you see, of course, is
the landscape,” Hill said. “You
want to go somewhere where it
looks loved.”

2 1 9 4
7 5 3 2
1 9 8 5
6 2 4 9
5 8 1 3
4 3 7 1
9 6 2 7

LIZZIE MCINTOSH
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Holy smokes! Reaction figures at Square Books
ANNA GIBBS
AMELIA HANKS

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

At first, customers might
overlook them – small, plastic packages of unassuming
action figures tacked up on
a column in the middle of
Square Books. On further
examination, the action figures are actually “reaction
figures,” a humorous homage to a few well-known
(and
not-so-well-known)
Oxonians and writers.
Under the packages is an
unassuming note, crediting
Joe Tonos, also known as
Father Joe, as the artist. Father Joe is the priest at St.
John the Evangelist Catholic Church in Oxford.
The reaction figures came
to Square Books after Father Joe mentioned to manager Lyn Roberts he was
“working on something special” for the store.
One subject of the reaction figures is Square Books
employee – and bassist for
Thacker Mountain Radio’s
house band, the Yalobushwhackers – Slade Lewis.
According to Lewis, the
reaction figures were delivered in a “really well-packaged” box to the Square
Books doorstep a couple
days before Christmas last
year. Inside the box were
various hand-painted and

Slade Lewis poses with his “Thacker Army” reaction figure.
repurposed vintage action
figures, made in the image

PHOTO BY: FIRST LAST

of people like Oxford’s favorite son William Faulk-

ner, writer Jim Harrison,
Oxford entrepreneur Ron
Shapiro and Lewis himself.
Lewis said he doesn’t mind
being turned into an action
figure. The doll itself is a repurposed 1970s Gene Simmons action figure, wearing
Lewis’ signature plaid shirt
and thick-rimmed glasses,
with a few surprising elements as well, including an
ax-shaped bass guitar and a
T-shirt with Square Books
owner Richard Howorth’s
face across the front.
They have a funny sort of
twist of the person they’re
parodying. For example,
William Faulkner’s action
figure is “Bathing Suit Bill,”
with a quote on the back of
the box attributed to the notoriously bleak author that
ends with “SO grab your
friends and PARTY!”
“It’s pretty funny to me,”
Lewis said. “Definitely a
conversation piece for the
customers.”
Ron Shapiro, a self-described “action hero” and
Oxford businessman, said
he is flattered to be featured
in the collection.
“I always considered myself to be an action hero,
and Father Joe must have
seen me running out of a
phone booth and off to save
the world from fake news,”
Shapiro said. “Look up and
you’ll see me flying around.

I’m flattered to be among
his group. Father Joe is the
real hero.”
While the reaction figures
aren’t for sale, people still
want to buy them. In fact,
shoppers at Square Books
aren’t even allowed to touch
the packages, and they definitely aren’t allowed to take
these limited edition figurines off the walls.
Mariel Spencer is a sophomore who attends mass at
St. John’s every Sunday and
described Father Joe as a
more serious man when it
comes to his professional
persona.
“I’m surprised that he
made them, because he
doesn’t talk about his artwork at all,” Spencer said.
“It seems like his silly side
coming out, because at
Mass, he seems more serious.”
Father Joe, the artist himself, isn’t particularly interested in taking credit. When
reached for comment, he
was fairly tight-lipped on
the matter.
“Let’s just keep that
shrouded in mystery,” he
said.
This story was submitted
to The Daily Mississippian
from an advanced
reporting class.

OPD begins 'Equalizer' self-defense classes Thursday

HANNAH WILLIS

hlwilli2@go.olemiss.edu

Starting Thursday night,
the Oxford Police Department will introduced a new
self-defense and awareness
program in its fight against
sexual assault.
The Equalizer is a national program OPD is using to
teach women how to spot
and prevent dangerous situations, as well as learn
self-defense against assault.
According to the Center
of Disease Control, nearly 1
in 5 women and 1 in 71 men
will be sexually assaulted at
some point in their lives.
The program also addresses the protocol necessary after a sexual assault or rape
has occurred to protect the
evidence needed for prosecution.
These two-hour classes
give attendees applicable
skills for real situations.
Officer Tony Carleton is
one of four OPD officers
trained to teach the Equalizer women’s self-defense
classes.
Precautionary actions are
a large part of the Equalizer
program.
“The common thing is not
to look like a victim,” Car-

leton said.
In all environments, Carleton emphasized awareness
is important.
“You cannot forget your
personal safety … Being on
your phone, looking down,
not looking people in the
face – those are the typical
signs of victim.”
The
program
teaches
self-defense tactics to use
against attackers. Carleton
said the course is an excellent preventative tool.
“We teach [women] things
they might not have ever
been shown,” he said. “How
to recognize signs of potential problems, how not to be
taken, how to defend yourself, how to escape and survive. It is a mindset that ‘I’m
not going to be a victim.’”
While the program addresses self-defense for
violent situations against
strangers, the infuriating
truth is that most rape and
sexual assault victims know
their attacker.
“Most of the time it’s
someone you know. A lot of
times those are not reported.
We understand it’s embarrassing … but we can’t press
charges unless we know
about it, unless we get some
evidence,” Carleton said.
The class will address how

to respond when a rape or
sexual assault has occurred.
Keeping the clothes the
victim was wearing and documenting the potential injuries of an assault are necessary processes.
“That helps us to prosecute because if we don’t
have that physical evidence,
then it’s very hard for us,” he
said. “We don’t want you to
clean up. We want you to go
to the hospital.”
Spotting abuse and predicting potential assault situations are more topics addressed in these classes.
Carleton said there are
some potential indicators
of a predator people can detect.
“Harsh talk, how they treat
an animal, if they kick a dog
or a cat, that might be something that would push back
over if they’re upset,” he
said. “Are they negative all
of the time? If he’s just not
friendly and not nice, those
are some good red flags to
recognize on a guy.”
Sexual assault isn’t something OPD handles often,
but Carleton said he believes
this isn’t because sexual assault isn’t happening, but
rather because incidents often go unreported.
“For us to do something

about it, you got to report it,
and you have to let us know
about it,” Carleton said.
“Yes, we know it’s uncomfortable, but it’s still something we have to deal with.”
The Equalizer class also
teaches simple defensive behaviors like making eye contact, only listening to one
headphone when exercising
outside and providing your
own transportation.
“Typically, the thing that
we teach is to not rely on
someone to provide your
transportation. Especially if
it’s a first- or second-time
date, we would much rather see you provide your own
way,” Carleton said. “That
way she’s not dependent on
him. She can leave when she
wants to. It sets the boundaries and the tone.”
With finals and late nights
coming up, Carleton said
being in pairs late at night
greatly increases safety.
Eye contact alone has a big
impact.
“We want women to look
people in the face, say hello.
Guys and predators do not
like to be recognized ... Let
them know you’re there. We
aren’t taught that in our culture. I get that.”
This program was designed to be taught across

the country and is applicable to all women, not just
college students.
“We always have to be
concerned for our safety.”
Carleton advised coming with a partner to work
with during the self-defense
demonstrations.
The Equalizer classes will
begin this Thursday, are
free and do not require preregistration, but it is recommended to attend wearing comfortable clothes, as
some of the training will be
ground defense. Additional
classes will be held for the
next several weeks on April
20, May 11, June 1 and June
22. All classes will be held in
the training building at OPD
at 715 Molly Barr Road and
will be from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Anyone age 13 and older can
attend the class.
Questions or comments
concerning the Equalizer
classes should be addressed
to Joe Bishop or Carleton
at 662-232-2400. Carleton
also said that any groups or
organizations can contact
the department to set up
their own self-defense classes.
“We’ll come to you,” Carleton said. “We have four
guys that are trained to show
these techniques.”
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Rebels to get back on track in SEC play this week
MAGGIE CROUCH

thedmsports@gmail.com

Ole Miss has had a tough
start to its SEC play after No.
19 Tennessee swept it this
past weekend in Knoxville after No. 7 Texas A&M left Oxford with a sweep on opening
weekend of SEC play.
The Rebels lost 8-0 in the
opener on Friday night, 6-1
on Saturday and dropped a
tightly contested series final
4-1 on Sunday against the
Volunteers. Ole Miss ran out
a different starting lineup for
all three games and has gone
nine straight contests with
a different starting nine but
was unable to find a combination.
In the game on Sunday
where it held Tennessee best,
Ole Miss out-hit the Volunteers 5-3, but the timely hit
eluded it, as it was only able to
push one run across and plated just two total runs on the
weekend against some stout
pitching from Tennessee.
Despite their rough weekend on the road, there were
some bright spots for the
Rebels amongst a few players both on the mound and at
the plate. Junior right-hand
pitcher Kaitlin Lee struck out
a career-high seven batters
in her 4.1 innings of work on
Friday, and on Sunday, junior
out fielder Elantra Cox stole
her 20th base of the season,
putting her just five stolen
bases away from tying the Ole
Miss school record of 75.
After losing to Tennessee,
this brings Ole Miss its sixth
straight conference loss to
open the year, after getting
off to a 21-3 start in non-conference play and earning the

PHOTO BY: TAYLAR TEEL

Right centerfielder Dominique Salinas throws a pitch to first base to get an out during a game earlier this season. The Rebels hope to get their first series win over
the Wildcats since 2006.
program’s first top 25 ranking
in school history. Although
the Rebels have gotten off to
a sluggish start to conference
play, it should be noted that
each of their first two series
have come against teams that
currently are in the top four of
the SEC standings. Ole Miss
will get a bit of a breather
with series against Kentucky
and at Auburn before having
to face LSU and then travel to
SEC frontrunner Florida in a
couple of weeks.
The Rebels’ last two losses to Texas A&M could have
gone either way, and the team
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LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH
townhouse with W/D included. No
pets. 1 year lease. Quiet atmosphere.
Deposit required. Call (662)234-0000

TWO BDRM, TWO BATH at The
Mark. Includes major appliances,
water, internet, and TV cable. $950/
month. Available 8/1/2017. (662)4566226

advertising
DESIGNER

NEEDED
Student Media Center

• REQUIRED: knowledge of and experience in InDesign
and Photoshop. Illustrator a plus.
• An understanding of the fundamentals of graphic design
and what constitutes good AD design
• Ability to quickly produce effective and attractive
advertising materials following instructions from staff

its 22-9 mark. After the midweek matchup, it will be back
home as it continues on in the
early stages of SEC play.
Ole Miss will then welcome
the Wildcats this weekend for
its second home SEC series

HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BEDROOM 3 BATH ALL APPLIANCES
INCLUDED
$900.00
DEPOSIT/$900.00/MO
COLLEGE
HILL AREA (662)473-2885 (662)4732114

CONDO FOR RENT

The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

was competitive in Knoxville,
but the timely hit hasn’t been
there in the first two weeks of
conference play for this team.
The upcoming series will be a
chance for Ole Miss to get its
feet underneath it a bit and
improve its conference record
before the daunting matchups against LSU and Florida.
This week begins with a
midweek game at the Jacksonville State Gamecocks
on the road in Alabama on
Wednesday at 5 p.m. Jacksonville State has a 21-9 record overall, just barely giving Ole Miss the edge with

NEWLY BUILT 4 BR/4.5 BATH townhouse located at West End. Washer/
Dryer and all appliances included.
Available immediately. $2,000/month.
Call or text (662)801-5553

WEEKEND RENTAL

WEEKEND RENTALS Event weekends or any time. Locally owned and
operated, BBB accredited (662)8016692 www.oxfordtownhouse.com

Shifts available for the
2017-2018 school year
Work Hours:
Monday-Friday
between 10am-4pm
• Attention to detail, high degree of
creativity, strong verbal skills and ability
to work independently at times
• All SMC student employees must have
a minimum 2.0 GPA and be in good
standing academically
CS-SY20173x3

FOR APPLICATION or MORE INFORMATION

email: danovak@olemiss.edu • call: 662.915.5503 • online: www.thedmonline.com/apply/

33777

and will go for its first conference win of the season.
The Rebels have not won a
series over the Wildcats since
2006 and will look to get back
on track at home during this
four-game week.
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Important weekends ahead for Ole Miss baseball
BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
thedmsports@gmail.com

Ole Miss suffered its first
true series loss of the season
this past weekend against a
Kentucky team that has gotten off to a red-hot start to
SEC play. A scuffling offense
produced nine runs on Friday night to take the series
opener but went cold for the
remaining two games that
Kentucky won.
The Rebels return home for
the majority of the next two
weeks as seven of their next
eight games are at home, beginning with Arkansas-Little
Rock on at 11 a.m. Tuesday.
Greer Holston will take the
ball in this midweek action.
He’s 0-2 with a 2.95 ERA in
18.1 innings of work and two
starts. It is Holston’s first
start since tossing seven innings of shutout baseball
against Furman.
Following that game, Ole
Miss welcomes Mississippi
State to Swayze Field for a
three-game series. The Bulldogs have been decimated
with injuries, especially on
the mound, and could provide a golden opportunity for
the Rebels to make up some
early ground in the SEC West
standings, as well as gain
some confidence at the plate
offensively.
Several MSU pitchers have
had their seasons end early
due to injuries but rebounded from being swept by Arkansas two weekends ago
by sweeping Tennessee last
weekend in Starkville.

PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS

Brady Feigl winds up to pitch during a game against University of North Carolina- Wilmington earlier this season.
The Rebels will then host
a struggling Alabama team
the next weekend with a mid-

week game in Pearl against
Southern Miss in between.
These next two SEC series

in particular are vital for this
young team for a variety of
reasons. They will give them

a chance to get a few games
above .500 in the gauntlet
that is the SEC while remaining at home. There really isn’t
such thing as a breather in
any SEC schedule, but some
parts are more difficult than
others. In this case for Ole
Miss, these next two weekends are on the easier side
of the spectrum with trips to
Florida, Arkansas, LSU and
Auburn still looming later in
the year.
Being 3-3 in SEC play is by
no means a bad start, and this
team gutted out a big Sunday
win against Vanderbilt two
weekends ago before losing
a tough road series against a
scrappy Kentucky team. But
with run production being
a concern, as well as the uncertainty that looms on the
back end of the rotation, Ole
Miss needs to win these next
two series (and ideally sweep
one) because the schedule toward the end of the year is far
less friendly.
If Ole Miss can shore up
its Sunday slot in the rotation between Brady Feigl,
Holston, Will Ethridge or
Ryan Rolison – as well as
find some consistency at the
plate over the next two weeks
– then it will feel a lot better
heading into the back half of
SEC play.
This young group is continuing to work out the kinks,
and a couple of home series
over the next week could
serve as a launch pad before
some of its toughest series arrive on the schedule.

Ole Miss picks up JuCo forward Bruce Stevens
BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
thedmsports@gmail.com

Ole Miss basketball is looking for a forward who can
stretch the floor next season,
and it may have found just
that on Monday as it got a
commitment from 6-foot-8inch power forward Bruce
Stevens from Jones County
Community College. He averaged 16.2 points per game
and 11.6 rebounds per game
as a sophomore and shot 51.9
percent from the field and 81
percent from the free-throw
line. Stevens also made 45
3-point shots.
The commitment is timely,
considering the Rebels lost
forward Sebastian Saiz to
graduation after their loss to
Georgia Tech in the NIT last
week.
“Bruce can have an immediate impact, especially at the
four position,” Jones County
assistant Jon Nevol said. “I
think he makes the four position there a lot better. He can
score with ease and stretch
the floor in multiple ways.
He can make threes. He has a
good mid-range game, as well
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as under the basket. He is a
very good rebounder outside
of his area. He can rebound
all over the place.”

The Rebels didn’t get a
ton of scoring from the four
position last season. Justas
Furmanavicius and Marcan-

vis Hymon averaged just 6.3
and 3.5 points per game, respectively, for the Rebels at
the position last season, and
found their niche rebounding
the basketball.
Stevens had offers from
Georgetown and Tennessee
State and had garnered interest from Memphis, Western
Kentucky, Washington State
and Southern Miss, among
others.
“Bruce loved the facilities
at Ole Miss,” Nevol said. “The
Pavilion played a big role in
it. He came for the Auburn
game, so that really opened
up his eyes. He loved the atmosphere and everything
about it and really felt good
about it then. He thinks with
Sebas leaving that it will open
up the door for him to score
and rebound.”
Andy Kennedy and the Rebels will be tasked with replacing 18 points per game and
more than 10 rebounds per
game with Saiz’s departure.
Stevens – who will likely try to
shed some weight before next
season – can help Ole Miss in
replacing that.
“He was probably the big-

gest big in this league and defended very well,” Nevol said.
“He can move well against a
smaller, quicker four or five.”
He arrived on campus at
JCCC at 290 pounds and
played his freshman season at
270 pounds before slimming
down to 260 for his sophomore season. Nevol said that,
ideally, he would like to get
down in the 230-240 range
and also added that losing the
weight shouldn’t be a problem
for the athletic post player.
“If he gets down to 240, I
think he has All-SEC potential,” Nevol said. “He continues to get better every day for
us, and I know when he gets
to Ole Miss he will continue to
do the same.”
Nevol was a manager, graduate assistant and video coordinator under Kennedy at Ole
Miss for from 2008 to 2016.
“I don’t think it is going to
be tough for him with the facilities Ole Miss has and the
programs they have to get
down to that weight,” Nevol said. “If he gets down to
that weight, his potential is
through the roof.”
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Offseason offers excitement for Rebel hoops fans
SAM HARRES

thedmsports@gmail.com

Ole Miss basketball fans
don’t have it easy. After an upand-down season filled with
dramatic wins and heartbreaking losses, the Rebels’ season
drew to a close after losing to
Georgia Tech in the National
Invitational Tournament. Yet
all is not lost in Rebel nation;
fans and players alike have
plenty to be excited for next
year. Here are a few places to
start:
The young guns are maturing
For underclassmen, save
the NBA-ready prospects of
schools like Duke and Kentucky, a year of experience
makes all the difference. There
might not be a better example
of this phenomenon in action
than Terence Davis. The talented sophomore added 13 points
to his points per game total
from the 2015-2016 season, up
to 14.9 from 1.9. And while foul
trouble continues to plague Davis, his on-court maturity has
visibly improved, and his decision making improved tenfold.
Head coach Andy Kennedy is
surely hoping Davis’ transformation rubs off on freshman
ball handler Breein Tyree.
One of three freshmen on
the Ole Miss team last season,
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Terence Davis reacts after drawing a foul during a game against Baylor earlier
this season. Davis finished averaging 14.9 points per game during his sophomore season.
Tyree certainly could become ing 20 points against No. 5
a household name in Oxford Baylor and a 24-point game
over the next few years. The against Mississippi State. With
point guard from Somerset, that said, he also struggled
New Jersey, came alive during at times with composure and
last season’s final stretch, post- made a habit of giving the ball

away during high-pressure situations. Tyree possesses all the
tools necessary to succeed in
the SEC and NCAA. He simply
needs to slow down and put it
all together.
Speaking of freshmen …
When Ole Miss built The
Pavilion two years ago, Kennedy spoke highly of the impact it would have on future
recruiting. It turns out the longest tenured men’s basketball
coach in the SEC was right.
Leading the freshman class
charge is 6-foot-3 shooting
guard Devontae Shuler from
Oak Hill Academy in Columbia, South Carolina. An ESPN
top 100 prospect with interest
from USC, South Carolina and
NC State, Ole Miss fans should
count on him to contribute early and often. With elite quickness and unparalleled energy,
Shuler should threaten at both
ends of the court.
Rounding out the class are
Jamarko Pickett and Parker
Stewart, a pair of three star
recruits with talent to spare.
Pickett, a 6-foot-7 small forward from Woodstock, Virginia, will challenge Justas Furmanavicius for minutes at the
post, and Stewart, a 6-foot-5
shooting guard from Union
City, Tennessee, could be the
second coming of Terence Davis. Only time will tell, but the

heavy contribution from freshmen next year is certainly within the realm of possibility.
The big 7-footer
There’s an elephant in the
room, and it needs to be addressed. Sebastian Saiz is
leaving the University of Mississippi. Ole Miss fans fell in
love with the 6-foot-9-inch
Spaniard over his four years in
Oxford, and for good reason,
Saiz was named an All-SEC
selection after posting 23 double-doubles during his senior
year. His absence will leave a
huge hole in the Rebels’ lineup.
Who will provide the size?
Enter 7-foot Polish center
Dominik Olejniczak. A rising
junior, Olejniczak began his
career a Drake Bulldog, averaging more than 10 points
per game during the final nine
games of his freshman year.
After transferring to Ole Miss
for the 2014-15 season, NCAA
transfer regulations kept him
on the sidelines as a sophomore. It’s time to release the
big 7-footer. Olejniczak should
slot nicely into center, a position Saiz converted to after
projecting as a power forward.
Kennedy will finally have true
size to work with, and if Olejniczak, who weighs in at 255
pounds, comes as advertised,
he should own the paint next
year.
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